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1. Who is sponsoring this project?

The Dondi Project has been initiated by the Men’s Ministries Network of the United Church of Canada http://www.united-church.ca/allages/adults/men/network.  

The Men's Ministries Network was established in 2004 out of concerns raised from different areas of the United Church about men's ministry.  The need was recognized in order to help men and the groups they are in to connect with each other and celebrate, support, and strengthen the many forms of ministry in which they are involved.

A Dondi Project Steering Committee meets regularly.  For more information, please contact Lloyd Paul at lpaul@united-church.ca or 416-231-5931 ext. 4046.
Our partner is the Evangelical Congregational Church in Angola (IECA).  Luis Samacumbi, Director of the church’s Department of Social Assistance, Studies and Projects, will oversee the rebuilding of the Lutamo school at Dondi.   
2. Who else is participating?

The National Association of United Church AOTS Men's Clubs through its National Council wholeheartedly support and encourage the Angola Project as proposed by the Men's Ministry Network of the United Church of Canada, and encourage and support Clubs to name Champions or representatives for local projects of support. 
For more information about AOTS, visit their website at www.aots.ca.

Abbey North Drummers will be facilitating community drumming and rhythm events across Canada (www.abbeynorthdrummers.com).

Based in Haliburton County, Ontario, Canada, we drum to help charitable and humanitarian organizations raise awareness and funds to support HIV/AIDS work in Africa, ecological living, and the delegitimization of war.
3. Who is the target for our network development and fundraising campaign?

Beginning with men of the United Church of Canada, we aim to engage men of all ages, backgrounds, and faiths.
4. When did the project start and when will it end?

The project began in the spring of 2009 with some initiating events in south-eastern Ontario.  We anticipate the project will end by fall of 2010.
5. When will there be an event or presentation in my area?

For up to date tour and event information, please visit the Dondi Project website at www.dondiproject.com.

6. Where is Dondi?

The Lutamo School at Dondi is part of a vast Dondi mission station which covers 16 hectares in the rolling highlands of Huambo province in central Angola.  Huambo Province was the heartland of the rebel militia UNITA, and as the war raged, the soldiers moved into the buildings on the strategic high ground at Dondi.  
For more information about Angola, visit Angola Press at http://www.portalangop.co.ao/motix/en_us/portal/angola/index.html.
7. Where can I get more information about the project or about the Men’s Ministries Network?

For The Dondi Project, visit www.dondiproject.com.

For Men’s Ministries Network, visit http://www.united-church.ca/allages/adults/men/network or contact Lloyd Paul at lpaul@united-church.ca or 416-231-5931 ext. 4046.

To read articles on justice and advocacy for Africa check out the Africa Files at www.africafiles.org.

8. Where do I send donations?

Send donations and forms to Lloyd Paul, United Church of Canada, 3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 300, Toronto, ON, M8X 2Y4, Canada.

9. Where are Dondi Project events taking place?

For up to date tour and event information, please visit the Dondi Project website at www.dondiproject.com.

10. Why education in Angola?  

Education is vital to Angola’s future:  50 percent of the population is under age 16.
Sept 8, 2009

Luanda – The acting minister of Education, Pinda Simão, stressed this Tuesday here the need for an “immediate re-mobilisation of the country towards greater literacy challenges, taking into account the still high and worrisome illiteracy rates”.

 [From http://www.portalangop.co.ao/motix/en_us/noticias/educacao/2009/8/37/Government-defends-new-mobilisation-towards-literacy,a9ad09c7-1def-443a-820d-f0ab4e2fd8bb.html.]

For IECA, education is far more than learning to read and write.  It’s about equipping the next generation of leaders.

11. Why Dondi? 

Canadian missionaries started the Lutamo School at Dondi in 1914. The school trained generations of leaders—doctors, teachers, social workers, and ministers.  The Dondi mission flourished until the growing civil war forced the missionaries to leave in the 1980s.  The site that included a seminary, several schools and a hospital as well as housing for the missionaries, teachers and students, then became the property of the Evangelical Congregational Church in Angola, the United Church’s partner, but the Congregational Church (known as IECA) were unable to keep the school open. 

Bombed repeatedly by government forces, the extensive network of buildings was finally torched by the retreating UNITA forces.  

Even during the darkest days of the civil war which spanned three decades, the United Church maintained its contact with IECA.

Now as Angola rebuilds, IECA is working to rehabilitate its property at Dondi - two schools are open, staffed with government-paid teachers. 

IECA is asking the United Church for support to rehabilitate the Lutamo school because of the deep historical ties and the clear need for an additional school.
For the former students of the Lutamo school, the ruined site is revered - holding the memories of a happier time when Canadian missionaries provided health care and an education for Angolans in rural areas.

12. Why Men?

In 2009 the men of the United Church of Canada are highly attuned to the challenges we face.  Our membership is ageing and a chasm lies between the spiritual experiences of the generations.  We seek opportunities to engage those younger than ourselves in authentic dialogue. 
In Angola as in most African countries, many young men grow up without knowing their grandfathers or even fathers – who have died from disease or in conflict.  Their models of how men should behave in the world have been shaped in a culture very different from ours.  

United Church men want to present to our nation and to the world a vision of church that invites broad participation in spiritual growth and active engagement in identifying and responding to the innocent human suffering of the world. 
13. Why Men to the Power of 10?
By fall 2010 the Dondi Project pledges to have found 1,000 Canadian men who each will find 10 men, who each will find 10 men who are willing to:
· learn about the Lutamo School at Dondi

· make a donation to the Dondi Project

· join thousands of others in a drumbeat that will carry a rhythm of generous celebration across Canada

1000 x 10 x 10 = 100,000 men.
100,000 men can change the world.

We want to reach out to men of all ages across Canada, creating a network that will engage, unite, and inspire.  We want to make it easy for men to serve, to work together to help rebuild essential education in Angola, and to explore what it means to be men in our 21st century world.

14. Why engage?

We invite you to engage because we need your help.

We invite you to engage because rebuilding essential education in Angola is a worthy cause.

We invite you to learn about Angola, to share your learning with others, and to help us create and tell a new story about what Canadian men are doing.

15. Why drum?

Music is a doorway.  

Young men today have opened a door to their spirituality with drums.

Drumming is fun, good for you, and helps in building community.

Contribute to a wave of drumming across Canada celebrating men and their participation in the Dondi Project.

16. Why contribute a percentage of funds to M&S?

This project is an “Extra Measures” Project, which means it is beyond what the United Church of Canada’s Mission and Service funds were able to support this year.  We have taken up the challenge to raise funds over and above our regular personal and congregational contributions to the M&S fund.  Contributing a percentage of funds raised to M&S acknowledges the significance of the work that is done to maintain global partnerships, such as with IECA, which creates the necessary channel for the flow of funds and support.
17. What can I do as a Dondi Committed Donor?

We ask you to make a donation to the Dondi project, and commit to find 10 other men who will match or exceed your donation, and encourage each of these 10 men to find 10 other men who will match or exceed their donations.  A project kit is available for each Dondi Committed Donor and includes a Dondi Commitment Sheet.
18. What can I do as a Dondi Area / Event Champion?

We ask you to promote the Dondi Project in your area, and help with arranging and coordinating presentations and fundraising events.  We also ask you to follow up with Dondi Committed Donors in your area to answer questions and track progress.  A project kit is available for each Dondi Area / Event Champion.
19. What will the funds support?

The funds will be used to fund the reconstruction and restoration of the Lutamo school at Dondi, which was destroyed in the Angolan civil war.  
20. What is the fundraising strategy for the Dondi Project?

We will seek donations from individuals.  We will host participative drumming and rhythm events in communities across Canada to raise awareness of the project and to raise funds.  We will raise funds to cover staff and promotional costs directly associated with the Dondi Project.

21. What materials are available about the project?

Kits for Dondi Committed Donors and for Dondi Area/Event Champions will be provided.  
A Dondi Project DVD (filmed during visit of project members to the Dondi site in July 2009), and a Dondi Project Powerpoint Presentation are also available.  To request project materials, please contact Lloyd Paul at lpaul@united-church.ca or 416-231-5931 ext. 4046.

Other information and materials are available on the Dondi Project website at www.dondiproject.com.
22. How can I participate?
Learn about the Dondi Project at www.dondiproject.com.  Check back frequently for updates.
Attend a Dondi event or presentation in your area.  View the event schedule at www.dondiproject.com.
Make a donation.

Host a Dondi presentation and community drumming and rhythm event.

Share stories about what’s happening in your area with men across Canada.  Use our website or send a message to Lloyd Paul at lpaul@united-church.ca or 416-231-5931 ext. 4046.
23. How do I make a donation?

Online donations can be made using the Dondi Project website at http://dondiproject.wordpress.com/donate, or through our Facebook Cause pages at http://apps.facebook.com/causes/333450/56106374?m=c4bb4f3c.

Donations using your Visa or MasterCard can be made by phone at (416) 231-5931 ext. 2026 or toll-free 1-800-268-3781 ext. 2026.

Mail a cheque or money order, made out to “United Church of Canada”, with “Dondi Project” in the subject line, to:

Financial Services Unit
The Dondi Project
The United Church of Canada
3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 300
Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4 

With the cooperation of your congregation’s treasurer, donations can also be made to your local congregation.  Please note “Dondi Project” in the subject line.  Your treasurer will issue a tax receipt and forward the funds to the United Church offices.  
Tax receipts will be issued for donations by cheque of $20 or more.  

24. How do I arrange an event or presentation in my area?

To arrange a Dondi Project presentation, contact Lloyd Paul at lpaul@united-church.ca or 416-231-5931 ext. 4046.
To book a community drumming and rhythm event with the Abbey North Drummers, contact Barry “Bazza” Hayward at 705-854-0265 or 416-907-3549, or at hayward6@sympatico.ca .

25. How do I get a tax receipt?

Tax receipts will be issued by the United Church of Canada (or your home or host church) for donations by cheque of $20 or more.   Please note “Dondi Project” in the subject line.
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